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The four stomachs allow them to digest feeds other livestock can-

not digest.  They can digest forages such as pasture, hay and silage.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chamber’s Name (in any order) Chamber Function 

The Rumen 

 

Food is fermented inside where the environment is anaerobic which allows for increased microbial action.  The 

microbes change poor quality protein to good.  Controls the speed food passes through the stomachs. 

The Reticulum (Honeycomb) 

 

Its main functions are to detect large feed particles that need to be broken down further, and then to regurgitate or 

force those particles back up the esophagus to the mouth so they can been chewed and swallowed again. 

The Omasum 

 

It’s folds help it absorb nutrients from feed and water.  It squeezes water from the feed particles and continues to 

break them down into smaller particles. 

The Abomasum (True Stomach) 

 

This is where digestive juices mix with and prepare feed for breakdown and absorption in the small intestine.  
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